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New Features of Internet Explorer 7.0
July 2008
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This document describes the most significant new features of Internet Explorer 7.0.
The new look of Internet Explorer 7.0
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Internet Explorer 7.0
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Tabbed browsing allows you to open multiple Web pages within a single Internet Explorer window.
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Use tabs to open multiple Web pages within the same Internet Explorer window

You can open a new tab at any time by clicking on the New tab button in the toolbar and then typing the address of the site you want to visit in the address box. You can also press CTRL as you click a link to open it in a new tab. To close a tab, click the Close button (X) that appears on the right side of the selected tab.
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New tab button
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A great feature of tabbed browsing in Internet Explorer 7 is Quick Tabs. Quick Tabs is a special view within Internet Explorer that shows a thumbnail (miniature version) of every Web page that you have open. To open this view, click the Quick Tabs button to the left of the row of tabs.  From here, you can click any thumbnail to jump straight to that page. By right-clicking a thumbnail, you can refresh individual pages or all pages, and you can close tabs.
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Quick tabs help find lost sites

History and Favorites Buttons  [image: image7.png]



Internet Explorer 7 combines the History and Favorites buttons into a single button[image: image8.png]


. This one button opens the Favorites Center, which is used to switch between the Favorites, History, and Feeds lists without having to bounce back and forth on the screen. The lists will remain open until you select an entry, although you can lock the pane into position by clicking the Pin [image: image9.png]
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Switch between the Favorites, Feeds, and History lists by clicking the buttons at the top of the Favorites Center

It is recommended that you take the time to organize your favorites and feeds into folders. This allows you to open all the links in any folder as a tab group. To open a tab group, point to a folder in the Favorites or Feeds list, and then click the Open in tabs button [image: image12.png]


to the right of the folder name. All of the Web pages or RSS feeds will open on separate tabs.  Look up “feeds” in the Internet Explorer “Help” Index for more information about feeds.  (See Menu Bar section below, if your “Help” menu is not visible.)
To add a new favorite, click the Favorites button[image: image13.png]


, and then click Add to Favorites. In the Name box, type a name for the favorite, and then click Add.
Search Button

The Search button has been replaced by the Search box in the top right corner of the screen. To search the Web, simply type the phrase you wish to search for, and then press ENTER or click the Search button.
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Search Box

You can easily specify a different default search provider, and you can add as many search providers as you want to the drop-down list to the right of the Search box.
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To repeat a search with a different search provider, click the drop-down menu to the right of the Search box.

Menu Bar

In Internet Explorer 6, the Menu bar (the toolbar with the File, Edit, View, Favorites, Tools, and Help menus) was the main place to access most commands.  In Internet Explorer 7, you can choose to show or hide the Menu bar. To turn it on or off, click the Tools button, and then click Menu Bar. If you turn the Menu bar off, you can still display it temporarily at any time by pressing ALT.
Most of the commands from the Menu bar also appear in small groups on the Command Bar (the bar that includes the Home button[image: image16.png]


). For example, to access printing options, you can click the arrow next to the Print button[image: image17.png]


. Most commands from the Tools menu appear under the Tools button.  If you want Internet Explorer to display the names of the Command Bar icons, right-click on or near the Command Bar and choose “Customize Command Bar > Show All Text Labels” from the pop-up menu.
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Redesigned Command Bar, complete with menus

Go, Refresh, and Stop Buttons

The Go and Refresh buttons have been combined into one dynamic button located to the immediate right of the Address box. The Stop button appears to the right of this combined button.
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