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Competition in Contracting

A Management Challenge
Lou Becker

Code H
DESCRIPTION








FY 02












($000)

Total Procurement Dollars







13,303,324

Less: Procurement Dollars Not Available for Competition *



  1,769,871
Total Available for competition






11,533,453


Total Competed


           




 5,763,436   


    50%



Total Not Competed


         




   5,770,017


    50%

Major Non-Competitive Contracts


Space Shuttle Flight Ops. Contract                

 1,798,287


Shuttle External Tank & Rocket Motors                        632,357


ISS Contract



            
    884,327


JPL FFRDC



          

 1,409,007

   Total Major Non-Competitive Contracts

4 ,723,978

Total Competed (from above)






    5,763,436
   

     85%


Total Not Competed Excluding Major Non-Competitive Contracts

    1,046,039


     15%

* Includes non-competitive 8(a) awards, grants, cooperative agreements, awards to other government agencies, non-competitive utilities, and non-competitive small purchases under $2,500.

DESCRIPTION








FY 03












($000)

Total Procurement Dollars







13,273,678

Less: Procurement Dollars Not Available for Competition *



  1,870,608
Total Available for competition






11,403,070


Total Competed


           

 5,962,682 


  


    52%



Total Not Competed


         

 5,440,388





    48%

Major Non-Competitive Contracts


Space Shuttle Flight Ops. Contract                

 1,760,015


Shuttle External Tank & Rocket Motors                        643,543


ISS Contract



            
    655,868


JPL FFRDC



          

 1,296,891

   Total Major Non-Competitive Contracts

4 ,356,317

Total Competed (from above)






    5,962,682
   

     85%


Total Not Competed Excluding Major Non-Competitive Contracts

    1,084,071


     15%

* Includes non-competitive 8(a) awards, grants, cooperative agreements, awards to other government agencies, non-competitive utilities, and non-competitive small purchases under $2,500.

Don/Jerry

The Deputy Administrator, Mr. Fred Gregory, at the request of the NASA IG, has determined that Competition in Contracting is to be considered a Management Challenge, one of the three levels of management control deficiencies.  The IG recently completed a review of Sole Source and Limited Competition Contract Actions citing Unusual and Compelling Urgency and a review on Improving NASA Oversight of Prime Contractors' Noncompetitive Subcontracting.  Findings included in the final report included:
· Contracting actions citing the Urgency exception lacked adequate justifications 

· The need four using the Urgency exception was driven by a lack of sufficient advance planning 

· JFOCS were not reviewed in accordance with Center policy 

· Noncompetitive subcontract awards lacked adequate justifications 


In future surveys please include a review of contracts that were awarded without full and open competition, and insure the requirements of FAR Part 6.302 were followed.  Additionally, please verify that the files were properly documented to explain why the actions were taken.  

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this request.  Thank you.

Regards,
Lou
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