March is National Women’s History Month

Every March, National Women’s History Month is celebrated and promotes the awareness of the accomplishments of women throughout American history. NASA HQ joins in paying tribute to the generations of women whose contributions have proved invaluable to society. 

This year’s observance marks the 100th anniversary of the March 3rd, 1913 Woman Suffrage Parade. As noted by the Library of Congress, on March 3, 1913, lawyer Inez Milholland led several bands, colorful floats and thousands of demonstrators down Pennsylvania Avenue in a call for women’s suffrage. The march, a public demonstration for women’s right to vote, was envisioned by Alice Paul, an American trained in the militant British suffragist movement. After serving time in prison for picketing in London, Paul returned to the United States with plans to reinvigorate the national campaign to give women the right to vote. Paul made use of her activist training; the march was strategically organized on the day before President Wilson’s inauguration to take advantage of the publicity. 

For more information on the history of the Suffragist March and this year’s National Women’s History Month observance, please visit the following websites, Library of Congress -100th Anniversary of the Suffragist March and National Women's History Month.

FACTS AND RESOURCES
Women’s History Month

Women’s History Month had its origins as a national celebration in 1981 when Congress passed Pub. L. 97-28 which authorized and requested the President to proclaim the week beginning March 7, 1982 as “Women’s History Week."  Over the next five years, Congress continued to pass joint resolutions designating a week in March as "Women’s History Week."  In 1987 after being petitioned by the National Women’s History Project, Congress passed Pub. L. 100-9 which designated the month of March 1987 as “Women’s History Month."  Between 1988 and 1994, Congress passed additional resolutions requesting and authorizing the President to proclaim March of each year as Women’s History Month.  Since 1995, Presidents Clinton, Bush and Obama have issued a series of annual proclamations designating the month of March as “Women’s History Month.”  
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Women's History Month Kick-off Celebration – Saturday, March 2, 2013, 12:00 - 4:00 p.m., American History Museum, 14th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W, Washington, DC.  The National Museum of American History hosts the Smithsonian’s Women’s History Month kick-off celebration with a family festival commemorating the centennial of the 1913 woman suffrage parade in D.C. and coincides with the opening of the museum’s History Highlights display. Explore suffrage history through conversations with the curator, create hands-on crafts and share your thoughts on the talk-back board and in oral history interviews.  For more information visit Women's History Month Family Festival.

Film & Discussion – Saturday, March 2, 2013, 12:00 noon, National Archives, William G. McGowan Theater, Constitution Ave. NW, between 7th and 9th Streets, Washington, DC.  View a screening of the 2004 film Iron Jawed Angels, which tells the remarkable story of a group of young women, led by Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, who put their lives on the line to fight for American women’s right to vote. For more details, visit National Archives - Iron Jawed Angels.

Artwork & Discussion - March 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2013, 12:30 p.m., American Art Museum, 8th and F Streets, NW, Washington, DC.  America: "Through a Female Lens" traces the story of women in America through artworks that reflect moments in our history as seen from a female perspective.
Movie Screening -  Friday, March 8, 2013, 12:00 noon,  Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG), Voice of America, Wilbur J. Cohen Auditorium, 330 Independence Ave. SW, Washington, DC, SW, Washington, DC.  In Honor of Women’s History Month and International Women’s Day, BBG presents a screening of We Women Warriors. A discussion will follow with Filmmaker Nicole Karsin and Omar Martines of the Working Group; refreshments to follow, courtesy of Teaism. For additional information and to RSVP, please contact the Office of Civil Rights at 202-382-7800.

Women’s History Month Forum – Tuesday, March 12, 2013, 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Department of Energy (DOE), 1000 Independence Ave SW, Washington, DC.  The forum will focus on DOE Driving STEM Excellence, Perspectives from the Classroom and Congress, and two sessions featuring women leaders and Albert Einstein Distinguished Educators Fellows.  For details, contact Gloria at 202-586-1587.
Family Day:  Women in Aviation & Space – Saturday, March 23, 2013, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Smithsonian Air and Space Museum, Udvar-Hazy Center, 14390 Air and Space Museum Parkway, Chantilly, Virginia.  Learn about the incredible contributions of women in aviation, science, and aerospace. Enjoy hands-on activities, guest speakers, a theatrical presentation, book signings, and Flights of Fancy Story Time for children. Free, but $15 parking fee per vehicle.  For more information, visit Air & Space Family Day. 

Washington Women in Jazz Performance – Sunday, March 24, 2013, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m., Smithsonian Anacostia Community Museum, 1901 Fort Place, SE, Washington, DC.  Pianist Amy K. Bormet and vocalist Jessica Boykins-Settles present and perform material by one of the jazz greats—vocalist and songwriter Betty Carter in celebration of National Women’s History Month. For more information call Sheila Parker at 202-633-4823 or visit Washington Women in Jazz.

Women’s History Month Program – Monday, March 25, 2013, 10:00 -11:00 a.m., USCIS, DHS, Tomich Conference Center, 111 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington, DC. For access into the building, please contact Amy Reeder at 202-272-8717 or amy.c.reeder@uscis.dhs.gov.
Women’s History Month Program – Wednesday, March 27, 2013 – 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m., National Transportation Board (NTSB) conference room, 429 L’Enfant Plaza East, SW, Washington, DC. Join the Southwest Interagency Committee (SWIC) and the (NTSB) in celebrating Women’s History Month. The keynote speaker will be The Honorable Dot Harris, U.S. Department of Energy along with a panel of Federal STEM experts and exhibitors. 
