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'!'his letter is in responsa to the quest.ion you posed 
recently when we discussed the NASA decision to 
term.i.llate Apoll.o Lunar Surface Expe:d.ments Packages 
·(P~EP's) monitoring at the end of Sept.ember 1977. 
You. specifically what we were tradifl9 ALSD 
for. Since our discussion. I baye received a 
briefing from Dr .. Hoel Bitmers with regard to the 

decisi()Jl .. 

The decision to terminat.e monitoring- of the seiew:e 
data. being returned by the ALSU's was based Oil- a 
review of the results that could be expected from 
an additional year of operation V'ersWJ the needs for 
funds in other lunar pr09ram areas. As you are aware. 
the collection and ana1.ysis of data from most ot the 
ALSEP instruments have been completed. The seismic 
and heat" flow inst.rumeftts are tha only ones that 
have been monitored 1ft the past year and that could 
be monitored profitably in the future. A comparison 
of res\U ts that could be expect.ed fraP aD addi tiona.}. 
year of monitorin9 the seism.1c stat.ions with resul.ts 
that could be aehie?ed by bal.. taring the decl.ininq 
funds of the lunar SaiUp1e analysis program resul.t.ed 
in t.he present decision. In essence. the ALSU 
funds were traded £or a· sustained lunar _ampJ.. 
analysis program.. we also exami.ned the OSS proqrua. 
to if the required were available 
e 
prog-r~. our COIlClusl..ora WaJI that. science 
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