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National Aeronautics and
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Washington, DC 20546

Procurement Notice
PN 16-05
February 29, 2016
Revision to 1815.307 Regarding Approval to Reopen Discussions
NFS Case 2016-N007
PURPOSE:  Revise NASA FAR Supplement (NFS) 1815.307, Proposal revisions, to change the approving official for reopening discussions from the Assistant Administrator for Procurement to the procurement officer.
BACKGROUND:  NFS 1815.307(b) (ii) requires the approval of the Assistant Administrator for Procurement, through the Procurement Operations Division, to reopen discussions for acquisitions of $50 million or more.  Approval of the procurement officer is required for all other acquisitions.  Approval at the Assistant Administrator for Procurement level is overly burdensome and unnecessary.  There is no regulatory requirement that the approval level for this action be at such a high level.  Furthermore, in accordance with FAR 1.102-4(b), the authority to make decisions and the accountability for the decisions made will be delegated to the lowest level within the FAR System, consistent with law.  Thus, the approval authority for reopening discussions for all acquisitions regardless of dollar amount should reside with the procurement officer who is chief of the contracting office (see NFS 1802.101).
ACQUISITIONS AFFECTED BY CHANGES:  This revised NFS policy is applicable to all acquisitions using contracting by negotiation.
ACTION REQUIRED BY CONTRACTING OFFICERS:  Dissemination and compliance with the revised policy.

CLAUSE CHANGES:  None.

NFS PARTS AFFECTED:  NFS Part 1815.
TYPE OF RULE AND PUBLICATION DATE:  The NFS changes contained herein do not have a significant effect beyond the internal operating procedures of NASA and do not have a significant cost or administrative impact on contractors or offerors, and therefore do not require codification in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) or publication for public comment.

HEADQUARTERS CONTACT:  Andrew O’Rourke, Headquarters, Office of Procurement, Grant & Contract Policy Division, 202-358-4560, email: andrew.orourke@nasa.gov.
             /s/    
William P. McNally

Assistant Administrator for Procurement

Enclosure
PART 1815

CONTRACTING BY NEGOTIATION

*  *  *  *  *
Subpart 1815. 3—Source Selection.

*  *  *  *  *
1815.307 Proposal revisions.

(b)(i)  The request for final proposal revisions (FPRs) shall also:




(A)  Instruct offerors to incorporate all changes to their offers resulting from discussions, and require clear traceability from initial proposals;




(B)  Require offerors to complete and execute the "model" contract, which includes any special provisions or performance capabilities the offeror proposed above those specified in the RFP;




(C)  Caution offerors against unsubstantiated changes to their proposals; and




(D)  Establish a page limit for FPRs. 



(ii)  Approval of the Assistant Administrator for Procurement, through the Procurement Operations Division, [the procurement officer] is required to reopen discussions for acquisitions of $50 million or more. Approval of the procurement officer is required for all other acquisitions.


(iii)  Proposals are rerated and, for mission suitability, rescored based on FPR evaluations.  Scoring or rating changes between initial and FPRs shall be clearly traceable.

*  *  *  *  *
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