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National Aeronautics and

Space Administration
Washington, DC 20546

Procurement Notice
PN 16-11
May 18, 2016
Revision to NFS Subpart 1801.602-2—Responsibilities, and the addition of

NFS 1801.603-3, Appointment
NFS Case 2016-N023
PURPOSE:  To revise NASA FAR Supplement (NFS) section 1801.602-2(d)(vii) for clarity and add a new section at NFS 1801.603-3.
BACKGROUND:  The Headquarters (HQ) Office of Procurement (OP) reviewed NFS section 1801.602-2(d)(vii) and determined that the second sentence in this paragraph was unrelated to the rest of the language in the same paragraph.
The second sentence of NFS 1801.602-2 should be deleted because it does not logically follow the first sentence in the paragraph.  The first sentence states that the NASA Form (NF) 1634, Contracting Officer Representative (COR)/Alternate COR Delegation, shall not be used to authorize a COR to initiate procurement actions, cause a change to the contract, or increase the Government's financial obligations.  The second sentence appears to be misplaced and states that in delegating procurement authority to a COR, the requirements of FAR 1.603-3 should be followed.  The third sentence follows the logic of the first sentence by instructing the CO to specify in the NF 1634 the not to exceed (NTE) limit of the COR’s authority.
Based on center comments, a new section was added to the NFS at 1801.603-3, Appointment, to provide guidance relating to other delegations of procurement authority to other than GS-1102 and GS-1105 personnel.

ACQUISITIONS AFFECTED BY CHANGES:  This NFS revision is effective as of the date of this PN.
ACTION REQUIRED BY CONTRACTING OFFICERS:  Dissemination and compliance with the revised policy.

CLAUSE CHANGES:  None.

NFS PARTS AFFECTED:  NFS Part 1801, Federal Acquisition Regulations System.
PICs/PCDs AFFECTED:  None.
TYPE OF RULE AND PUBLICATION DATE:  The NFS changes prescribed herein do not have significant effects beyond the internal operating procedures of NASA and do not have significant cost or administrative impacts on contractors or offerors, and therefore do not require codification in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) or publication for public comment.

HEADQUARTERS CONTACTS:  Todd Lacks, Contract & Grant Policy Division, (202) 358-0799, todd.lacks@nasa.gov or Barbara Trujillo, Analyst Division, (202) 358-0433, barbara.j.trujillo@nasa.gov.
             /s/      
William P. McNally

Assistant Administrator for Procurement

Enclosure
PART 1801

FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATIONS SYSTEM

*    *    *    *    *

Subpart 1801.6—Career Development, Contracting Authority, and Responsibilities

*
*
*
*
*

1801.602  Contracting Officers.

1801.602-2  Responsibilities.

(d)(i)
*
*
*

*    *    *    *    *



(vii)  With the exception of delegations made to construction contract CORs to issue emergency on-site change orders, NF 1634 shall not be used to authorize a COR to initiate procurement actions or in any way cause a change to the contract or increase the Government's financial obligations.  Instead, any delegations of procurement authority to CORs shall be made in accordance with FAR 1.603-3 and the NASA Procurement Career Development and Training Policy, available at http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/portals/pl/training.html.  When delegating the COR authority to issue emergency on-site change orders, the contracting officers shall specify in the NF 1634 a not to exceed limitation on this authority.  In no event shall the limitation exceed $25,000.

*    *    *    *    *

1801.603  Selection, appointment, and termination of appointment.

1801.603-2  Selection.
Normally, only GS-1102 and GS-1105 personnel with the requisite training and experience may be appointed contracting officers and only when a valid organizational need can be demonstrated.

[1801.603-3  Appointment.


(b)  Delegations of procurement authority to other than GS-1102 and GS-1105 personnel shall be in accordance with the NASA Procurement Career Development and Training Policy available at https://prod.nais.nasa.gov/portals/pl/training.html.]
*    *    *    *    *
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