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National Aeronautics and

Space Administration

Washington, DC 20546

Procurement Notice
PN 16-18
October 5, 2016
Membership Fees, Dues, and Expenses Related to Societies or Associations
(NFS Case 2016-N038)
PURPOSE:  Revise NASA FAR Supplement (NFS) 1813.301-76, Prohibited transactions, to prescribe Agency policy that prohibits the use of appropriated funds, including the Government purchase card, to pay for an employee’s membership fees or dues related to a society or association, or for the payment of expenses of an employee’s attendance at meetings or conventions of members of a society or association, with certain limited exceptions (Ref. 5 U.S.C. § 5946).  This prohibition applies to the purchase of individual memberships.  It does not apply to the purchase of a corporate membership for the Agency.
BACKGROUND:  Due to a recent rise in inquiries regarding the use of the Government purchase card or other payment methods using appropriated funds to pay for NASA employee’s membership fees or dues for a society or association, or for expenses of attendance of an employee at meetings or conventions of members of a society or association, it was determined that supplemental NFS guidance was necessary to address the issue.
Except as authorized by a specific appropriation act, by express terms in a general appropriation act, or by 5 U.S.C. sections 4109 or 4110, appropriated funds, including the Government purchase card, may not be used for payment of—

(1)  Membership fees or dues of an employee (as defined by 5 U.S.C. section 2105) in a society or association; or


(2)  Expenses of attendance of an individual at meetings or conventions of members of a society or association.
Applicability of statutory exceptions to this rule are fact-specific and should be discussed with legal counsel.

This prohibition is further evidenced by Office of Personnel Management (OPM) policy at: https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/human-capital-management/reference-materials/leadership-knowledge-management/developmenttraining.pdf, and by Government Accountability Office (GAO) decision at: http://www.gao.gov/decisions/appro/302548.htm.
ACQUISITIONS AFFECTED BY CHANGES:  The revised policy at NFS 1813.301-76 is applicable as of the effective date of this PN.
ACTION REQUIRED:  Dissemination and compliance with the revised policy.

CLAUSE CHANGES:  None.

PARTS AFFECTED:  Part 1813.

TYPE OF RULE AND PUBLICATION DATE:  These changes do not have a significant effect beyond the internal operating procedures of NASA and do not have a significant cost or administrative impact on contractors or offerors, and therefore do not require codification in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) or publication for public comment.

HEADQUARTERS CONTACT:  Todd Lacks, Contract and Grant Policy Division, phone: (202) 358-0799, email: todd.lacks@nasa.gov.
             /s/       
William P. McNally
Assistant Administrator for Procurement

Enclosure

NFS Case 2016-N038

Revisions to NFS 1813.301-76—Prohibited Transactions

NFS Text

PART 1813

SIMPLIFIED ACQUISITION PROCEDURES
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1813.301-76  Prohibited transactions.

All Agency cardholders are prohibited from using the [purchase] card for—


(a)  Cash advances;


(b)  Prepaid gift or cash cards;


(c)  Individual travel-related expenses, such as per diem, lodging, transportation, and fees related to TSA Pre✓®, U.S. Customs and Border Protection Trusted Traveler Programs (Global Entry, Secure Electronic Network for Travelers Rapid Inspection (SENTRI) and NEXUS), or other commercially-provided programs such as CLEAR®, on behalf of NASA civil service employees/travelers;


(d)  Gasoline, oil, or similar items for Government-owned fleet vehicles; or

(e)  Promotional and personal use items prohibited for purchase by the Mission Support Council (MSC) and Administrator (see MSC Decision Memorandum MSC-2011-12-001, as amended)[; or

(f)  Membership fees or dues in professional associations or societies, or expenses of attendance at professional association or society meetings or conferences, for individual employees (5 U.S.C. § 5946), except as authorized by a specific appropriation act, by express terms in a general appropriation act, or by 5 U.S.C. sections 4109 or 4110.  This prohibition applies only to the purchase of individual memberships, it does not apply to the purchase of a corporate membership for the Agency.  Applicability of statutory exceptions to this rule are fact-specific and should be discussed with legal counsel.]
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