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Space Administration

Washington, DC 20546
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PN 16-19
October 12, 2016
Revision to NFS 1815.370(e)(5)(iii) – Source Evaluation Board Voting Members
(NFS Case 2016-N035)
PURPOSE:  To revise NASA FAR Supplement (NFS) 1815.370(e)(5)(iii) to provide the Center Procurement Officers with the authority to nominate to the SSA a procurement representative as a voting or non-voting member of a Source Selection Evaluation (SEB).
BACKGROUND:  As part of Office of Procurement (OP) continual review of existing regulations, OP recently reviewed the requirement in NFS 1815.370(e)(5)(iii) requiring all procurement representative on SEBs be experienced.
Over the past several years, Center procurement offices submitted multiple NFS deviation requests seeking relief from the NFS requirement that only an experienced procurement representative could serve as a voting member on an SEB.  For certain competitive procurements, it may be appropriate to allow the experienced procurement representative be a non-voting ex officio SEB member instead of a voting member of an SEB.  As a non-voting ex officio SEB member, an experienced procurement representative may be able to better optimize time being freed from the tasks associated with being a voting member of an SEB.  At the same time, the experienced procurement representative, as a non-voting ex officio SEB member, still could work closely with the SEB members to ensure the evaluation is conducted in accordance with the evaluation criteria.
ACQUISITIONS AFFECTED BY CHANGES:  This requirement is applicable to acquisitions utilizing Contracting by Negotiation procedures and/or SEB procedures.
ACTION REQUIRED BY CONTRACTING OFFICERS:  Dissemination and compliance with the revised policy.

PROVISION AND CLAUSE CHANGES:  None.

PART(S) AFFECTED:  Part 1815.

PIC or PCD CHANGES:  None.

TYPE OF RULE AND PUBLICATION DATE:  These changes affect only the internal operating procedures of the Government and therefore do not require publication in the Federal Register to solicit public comments or codification in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).
HEADQUARTERS CONTACT:  Andrew O’Rourke, Contract & Grant Policy Division; 202-358-4560, email: andrew.orourke@nasa.gov.
             /s/     
William P. McNally

Assistant Administrator for Procurement

Enclosure

PART 1815 
CONTRACTING BY NEGOTIATION
*  *  *  *  *  

Subpart 1815. 3—Source Selection

*  *  *  *  *
1815.370  NASA source evaluation boards.
*  *  *  *  *

(e)  Voting members.
*  *  *  *  *  *


(5)  The SEB should be comprised of a multidisciplinary team to ensure comprehensive evaluation of proposals.  Voting members should include senior representatives that have expertise in various functional areas specific to the unique acquisition requirements.  [Depending on the scope and requirements of the acquisition, the Center Procurement Officer may nominate to the SSA a procurement representative to serve as a voting or non-voting member of the SEB.] The following positions shall be voting members of all SEBs:



(i)  Chairperson.



(ii)  A senior, key technical representative for the project.



(iii)  An experienced procurement representative.



(iv [iii])  A senior Safety & [and] Mission Assurance (S&MA) representative, as appropriate[required based upon the type of acquisition].



(v[iv])  Committee chairpersons (except where this imposes an undue workload).
*  *  *  *  *

