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National Aeronautics and

Space Administration
Washington, DC 20546

Procurement Notice
PN 16-20
October 25, 2016
REVISIONS TO NFS 1819.202—SBA PCR COORDINATION

(NFS Case 2016-N029)

PURPOSE:  To harmonize NFS 1819.202(d) with the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 60 02 8, Prime Contracts Program, regarding the time periods a SBA Procurement Center Representative (PCR) has to respond to decisions on small business set-asides.
BACKGROUND:  On October 5, 2015, NFS section 1819.202 was revised to clarify requirements and establish a standard 3-day time period in which the SBA PCR should respond to Agency contracting officers regarding small business set-aside determinations.  Upon further consideration, it was decided that the policy should be revised to harmonize with the SBA SOP 60 02 8, which prescribes a standard response time of 2-days, with a 5-day maximum response time for unusual circumstances, and a 15-day response time for acquisitions involving consolidation and bundling (see FAR 19.402(c)(2)).
ACQUISITIONS AFFECTED BY CHANGES:  This revised policy is applicable to all new acquisitions initiated after the effective date of the PN.
ACTION REQUIRED:  Contracting officers shall comply with the revised policy at NFS section 1819.202 in completing and processing the NASA Form (NF) 1787, Small Business Coordination.
PROVISION AND CLAUSE CHANGES:  None.

PART AFFECTED:  Part 1819.
TYPE OF RULE AND PUBLICATION DATE:  These changes do not have a significant effect beyond the internal operating procedures of NASA and do not have a significant cost or administrative impact on contractors or offerors, and therefore do not require codification in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) or publication for public comment.

HEADQUARTERS CONTACT:  Todd Lacks, Contract and Grant Policy Division, Phone: (202) 358-0799, Email: todd.lacks@nasa.gov.
             /s/       
William P. McNally

Assistant Administrator for Procurement

PART 1819
SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAMS
1819.001  Definitions.
High-Tech, as used in this part, means research and/or development efforts that are within or advance the state-of-the-art in a technology discipline and are performed primarily by professional engineers, scientists, and highly skilled and trained technicians or specialists.

Subpart 1819.2—Policies

1819.201  General policy.
*
*
*
*
*

1819.202  Specific policies.

*
*
*
*
*

(d)  Procedures.



(1)  The NF 1787 shall be submitted to the Center [Small Business Specialist (SBS)] SBS and SBA [Procurement Center Representative (PCR)] PCR for concurrence before synopsis in FedBizOpps.



(2)  For those requirements exempted from synopsis, the NF 1787 shall be submitted to the Center [SBS] Small Business Specialist and SBA PCR for concurrence prior to the release of the solicitation or offering of the requirement to the SBA under the 8(a) program.



[(3)
  Contracting officers shall coordinate acquisition strategies or plans contemplating consolidation or bundling with the Center SBS and SBA PCR at least 30 working days before issuing a solicitation.  The Center SBS shall notify the Headquarters Office of Small Business Programs (OSBP) when acquisition strategies involve contract consolidation or bundling that is determined to be unnecessary or unjustified.  See FAR 2.101 and FAR 7.107 for the definitions of consolidated and bundled contracts.]


(3[4])  [The contracting officer shall make every reasonable attempt to coordinate and collaborate with the SBA PCR in small business determinations.  However,] T[t]he coordination of the small business determination may be made [unilaterally] by the contracting officer, in consultation with the Center [SBS] Small Business Specialist, when—




(i)  The SBA PCR is unavailable;




(ii)  The SBA PCR declines consideration of the action; or




[(iii)  The acquisition is covered under an existing Center/SBA memorandum of agreement; or]




(iii[iv])  The SBA PCR does not [request an extension or] respond within 3 working days—






[A.  Two (2) working days after receipt, but no longer than five (5) working days under unusual circumstances; or





B.  Fifteen (15) working days for acquisitions involving consolidation or bundling.]
 The Center Office of Procurement is encouraged to establish memoranda of agreement with the SBA that describes the extent of the SBA PCR’s involvement and engagement in the NF 1787 process and establishes what constitutes the SBA PCR’s unavailability.



(4[5])  If the Center [SBS]Small Business Specialist or SBA PCR does not concur with the contracting officer’s recommendation, the contracting officer shall comply with the procedures for resolution set forth at FAR 19.505 and NFS 1819.502-70.

Subpart 1819.3—Determination of Small Business Status for Small Business Programs
*
*
*
*
*
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