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PROGRAM DECISION MEMORANDUM # 19
Subject: Vertical Processing Facility (VPF)
Mission Directorate or Center: ESMD/KSC
Program: Constellation
Issue: Should the Vertical Processing Facility at Kennedy Space Center be maintained in a caretaker mode (mothball), be abandoned in-place or demolished? Currently there are no firm users for this facility and it has been in a caretaker condition since October of 2005. The Constellation Program does not currently plan to use this facility nor does any other program. The continued cost to maintain the facility is ~ $600K per year. KSC Institutions and the Exploration Directorate do not plan to fund maintaining this facility past 2006. 
If ESMD decides to continue preservation it will identify funding by August 1, 2006 for both FY 2007 ($594K) and 2008 ($649K).
Decision: The VPF will not receive funding after 2006 for maintenance and will be demolished or abandoned in place, unless ESMD changes its position and direct funding is identified for continued preservation by August 1, 2006. 
HQ/Infrastructure and Administration is to initiate planning for demolition or abandonment of the VPF with KSC. 
Funding Table: No funding is provided for this facility in the FY 08 budget. 
Approved by:  Rex Geveden


Date:   27 June 2006
