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PROGRAM DECISION MEMORANDUM # 20
Subject: B-2 Rocket Test Chamber at Plum Brook Station 
Mission Directorate or Center: Exploration Systems Mission Directorate (ESMD), Space Operations Mission Directorate (SOMD), Glen Research Center (GRC), Plum Brook Station (PBS)
Program: Funding transfer would be from the Constellation Systems Program of ESMD to the Rocket Propulsion Test program of SOMD
Issue:  In FY06 the B-2 Test Chamber at PBS is being sustained using temporary Corporate G&A funding.  GRC had originally planned to close the B-2 Test Chamber in the fall of 2005, but the Agency decided to sustain the capability pending further definition of future requirements for the B-2.  Based on the SMC decision in May 2006, the agency determined that the B-2 Test Chamber would be sustained at the minimal active level in order to make it available for Constellation J2-X testing.  
The B-2 Test Chamber at PBS is an asset included under the Rocket Propulsion Test Program within SOMD.  Core sustaining funding has been provided to PBS from NASA Headquarters as well as a small portion of funds from RPT (~$500K/year) in FY 2006.  The Constellation program has confirmed a plan to use the B-2 for future testing and development of the J2-X engine and has budgeted the funds necessary to support the sustainment of the B-2 capability at PBS over the FY 2007-2012 time frame.  This funding retains the core capability for the B-2 at PBS, enabling the B-2 to remain available for upcoming Constellation program T&V needs.  Ultimately, upon further definition of Constellation project testing requirements, delta costs for modifications, test design work, etc., specific to the Constellation program would be paid to the RPT program as direct program funding.
It is the recommendation of the SCAP to transfer this support funding from Constellation Systems to the RPT program budget baseline, so as to sustain B-2 similar to the way RPT sustains other priority rocket test capabilities at SSC, WSTF and MSFC.  
Decision:  Provide a funding to GRC/PBS to sustain the B-2 Test Chamber in anticipation of the B-2 playing an important role in future Constellation work.  B-2 becomes part of the RPT program core capability.

	 ($ million)
	FY 2007
	FY 2008
	FY 2009
	FY 2010
	FY 2011
	FY 2012

	FY 2008 Changes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total ESMD Reductions
	-$3.5
	-$4.1
	-$3.8
	-$4.1
	-$5.0
	-$5.0

	Constellation Systems Program
	-$3.5
	-$4.1
	-$3.8
	-$4.1
	-$5.0
	-$5.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total SOMD Increases
	$3.5
	$4.1
	$3.8
	$4.1
	$5.0
	$5.0

	Rocket Propulsion Test Program
	$3.5
	$4.1
	$3.8
	$4.1
	$5.0
	$5.0


Approved by:  Rex Geveden


Date: 14 July 2006
