Guidance on Adding Images to the NASA Portal

Visitors to the NASA portal consistently comment on how much they love the images that
accompany our content. However, figuring out the proper size, formatting, etc, can be tedious for
newcomers to the CMS. An image with the wrong width, for example, can stretch out your
template and ruin the design of your page.

To assist you in avoiding these types of problems, we’ve included guidance below that should
help you in the process of adding images to your pages.

Maximum image widths/sizes for:

Full-size banners: 544px (width) x 123px (height)

Example Page: http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/nasatv/index.html
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The ight-hand column of a 2-column page: 100px X 75px
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The left-hand column of a 1 or 2-column page, if you'd like text to wrap around your image: 185px




The thumbnail image in a standard collection : 64px x 48px
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Thumbnail images for multimedia pages: 215px x 161px
Example page: http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/highlights/index.html

Images that Appear in a Standard Image Archive: 100px x 75px
Example Page: http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imageqgallery/archivesl.html




Image Feature Pages: 516px (and, ideally images should be cropped using a 4 (w) x3 (h) aspect
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Additional Guidance:

When making a thumbnail of an image, the best solution isn’t always simply resizing a
larger image. For many, it makes sense to first crop in on a particular part of the photo,
and then to resize your resulting image to the proper size. Cropping allows your web site
visitors to view your images in greater detail.

You can add horizontal and vertical space around an image by adding hspace and
vspace tags to your image code. Example: <img src="nasa.gif" hspace="4" vspace="1">
Note: You should only use this feature for stories that appear in the left-hand column of
your page. Thumbnail images, which require exact sizing, should never have additional
spacing.

Horizontal Image Alignment: To wrap text around your image, simply add an “align”
specification to your image tag. For example, to align your image to the left and wrap text
around it: <img src="nasa.qgif” align="left">

Vertical Image Alignment: Thumbnail images should always be bottom aligned. To add a
vertical alignment to your image, add a valign specification to your image tag: <img
src="nasa.gif" valign="bottom">

And, don't forget to add descriptive ALT tags to each of your images. In addition to
meeting accessibility requirements, ALT tags help you to identify your own images later.






