Honorable Frank Press

Director

Office of Science and Tachnclogy Policy

Brecutive Qffice of the Presidant

Washington, DC 20300 =

Deay Franks
This letter is in responsa to the cuestion yvou posed

racently when we discussed the HASA decision to
teminate Apolloe Lunar Surface Exseriments Packages

{ALEEP's) monitoring at the end of September 1377.

¥ou asked specifically what we were trading ALSEP
for. Since our discussion, I have received a
briefing from Dr. Hoel Hiﬁnara with regard to the
RLSEP decision.

The decision to terminate monitoring of the science
data being retuined by the ALSEP's was based oir a
review of the results that could bs expected from
an additional year of operation versus the needs for
fends in other lunar program areas. As you are aware,
the collection and analysis of data from most of the
ALSEP instruments have bzen completed. The geiamic
and heat. flow instruments are the only ones that
have been monitorsd in the past year and that could
be monitored profitably in the fwture. A comparison
of results that could be expected from an additional
yoar of monitoring the seismic stations with results
that could ba achieved by bolstering the declining
funds of the lunar sample analysis program resulted
in ths present decision. In essence, th2 ALSEP
funds were traded for a sustained lunar sample
analysis program. #We alzo examined the 0SS prograa
to determine if tha reguired funds were available
(a-proximately $14) what would be the competing
progranas. Our conclusion was that science

P



iagtyagaﬁt'é@vai¢§&@nt and £lizht progras neads
be of & higher prierity than ALSEP.

I 2m aware of ths 4grest contribution which tha ALSEP
exparinents, and ths selswology axpevimenis in
particular, have mades to our undesrstanding of ths
Poon and to our knowladus of our solar gyvestea. They
werge certainly one of the most seccessiul experipents
which 2454 has conducted. I as comvinosd that the
decision, with which I condur, waz zade carefully
and in the context ©f the total lunir program.

Vary truly yours,
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